
Welcome to Year 6



• 6W: Mr Dunn

• 6A: Mrs Mears

• 6P: Miss Poysden/Mrs Nash

• 6D: Miss Fletcher



Communication

• Communication between staff, pupils and carers is 

vital in ensuring highest possible standards of 

learning.

• Communication Book (including additional 

information for class, homework, login details and 

reading). This can be used to liaise directly with 

the class teacher.

• Staff are available to talk. Please contact the 

office and we will return your call as soon as 

possible or come in to see us before or after 

school.

• The all- singing, all-dancing weekly newsletter and 

website also are also available.



www.westleighjunior.co.uk

• There is a wealth of information regarding the Year 6 

curriculum that can be found on our website.

• This also includes PE and swimming days!



Our Curriculum: English (Autumn)

• Range of texts including the very exciting 

‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ (Links with 

Connected Curriculum)

• Non-chronological reports (Links with Connected 

Curriculum)

• Classic poetry ‘The Highwayman’ (Links with 

Connected Curriculum – art and history)

• Opportunities to develop drama (Links with 

Connected Curriculum)

• Opportunities to develop narrative skills (Links 

with Connected Curriculum)

• Many other genres covered across the curriculum



Our Curriculum: English (Spring)

At the start of term, the pupils will develop their active 
reading skills, inspired by Michael Morpurgo’s The 
Giant’s Necklace and George Layton’s The Long Walk. 

Also this term, the pupils will enjoy delving into the 
world of our new and exciting layered reading book -
The Explorer, set in the depths of the Amazon 
Rainforest. 

During the term, Year 6 will have many opportunities to 
further develop their writing skills in a range of genres, 
both formal and informal,  making links to the engaging 
texts that they have read.



Our Curriculum: English (Summer)
At the beginning of term, we will be continuing our SATS 
revision programme which is helping to identify any gaps 
in learning yet also further developing their knowledge 
and understanding, as readers and writers. 

Also this term, the pupils will be continuing to delve into 
the world of our epic and exciting Layered Reading book, 
The Explorer, set in the depths of the Amazon Rainforest. 

During the term, Year 6 will have many opportunities to 
further develop their writing skills in a range of genres, 
which will undoubtedly place them in an excellent 
position when they move into Year 7.



Our Curriculum: Maths

• Maths topics are taught on a rolling scheme each time building upon prior 
learning.

• The maths groups are in three bands. Planning has been adapted to ensure 
opportunities for both additional support and development of greater 
depth.

• Encourage use of TT Rock Stars (3-5 minutes daily)

• Engagement and fun are fundamental in the teaching of maths at West 
Leigh with activities and games forming an integral part of ensuring 
progress for all learners. 

• In the second half of the spring term and the start of the summer term, 
Year 6 will be engaging with their SATs revision program, which is aimed at 
enabling further accelerated progress to be made as mathematicians, 
ensuring they are ready for life in Year 7.

• Following this, we will focus on problem solving activities and the 
development of approaches to investigational mathematics. Plenty of 
opportunities will also be given to further develop their reasoning skills.



Our Curriculum: Mental Maths KIRFs

This year, we will be further developing 
the use of KIRFs (Key Instant Recall Facts) 
in order to develop mental maths skills. 

The Communication Book has information 
about your child’s areas for development.

The website mathswithamouse.co.uk has 
a range of ideas and 
activities related to each of the KIRFs. 

The website also has guidance on 
calculation methods, SATS revision 
materials and many other fun elements to 
support maths learning. 

http://mathswithamouse.co.uk


Our Curriculum: Science (Autumn)

• Topics: Electricity and Light

• Opportunities to test out ideas 

practically and prove them

• Challenges given to ensure 

creative scientific thinking and 

independence are developed

• Varied approach to the subject 

allows children to thrive as 

scientists by applying their 

newly-found knowledge



Our Curriculum: Science (Spring)

• Topics: classification (living things and their 

habitats); inheritance and evolution

• Opportunities to test out ideas practically 

and prove them

• Challenges given to ensure creative scientific 

thinking and independence are developed

• Varied approach to the subject allows 

children to thrive as scientists by applying 

their newly-found knowledge



Our Curriculum: Science (Summer)

Within science this term, we will be 
studying biology, circulation and 
keeping healthy. This will involve 
exploring the work of scientists and 
scientific research about the 
relationship between diet, exercise, 
drugs, lifestyle and health. Links will be 
made to our studies in PE and PSHE.



Our Curriculum: Connected 

Curriculum (Autumn)

• Topic: Arrivals and Departures (Britain 1930 – 1950)

• Pre-war: economic and political instability

• WW2 and key turning points

• Post-war Britain

• Dunkirk – the role of ‘The Little Ships’ with a focus 
upon local history

• Puppets (we are hopeful that, when the time comes, it 
will be possible that parents will be able to support us 
with this exciting project)



• Topic: Our Changing World

• Art focus: Rainforest art inspired by Henri 
Rousseau

• Geography focus: climate zones, climate 
data, deforestation, Fairtrade

• Design and Technology focus: applying 
learning from Autumn science topic of 
electricity in order to design a game 
relating to their current learning)

Our Curriculum: Connected 

Curriculum (Spring)



Our Curriculum: Connected Curriculum

• Our topic for the Summer Term is ‘What Makes Britain Great?’ 
This will consist of a study of contrasting regions / cities of the 
UK, with a greater emphasis on the pupils developing their 
independent learning skills. There will be many exciting 
opportunities for them to carry out their own research and 
extend their learning with guidance available. 

• As a part of this learning, the pupils will be designing and 
making sculptures, and even creating in-depth knowledge 
organisers!

• Design and Technology focus: programming
- use of Lego Wedo (linked to science topic)



Knowledge Organisers

Knowledge organisers are great tool to support 

your child’s learning at home.

These can be found on our website, along with 

tips on how to use them:

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS | westleighjunior

https://www.westleighjunior.co.uk/knowledge-organiser


Our Curriculum: responsibility and 

organisation
• Pupils are aware of PE sessions and swimming – see 

timetable in Communication Book and latest 

information available on the school website.

• Homework – set on Friday and due in by the 

following Wednesday; spelling (use of Spelling Shed

available) – set on Friday and tested on the 

following Wednesday. It is highly beneficial for Year 

6 to have homework as it bridges the transition and 

prepares them for the reality of Year 7. 

• Opportunities for Year 6 will include prefects, 

librarians, Team Captains, Sports Captains, School 

Councillors, as well as the chance to support 

younger learners as Maths Mates, Reading 

Ambassadors. 

https://www.westleighjunior.co.uk
http://spellingshed.com


Reading at home

• First and foremost, reading should bring pleasure!

• Pupils should be aware of expectations from their class teacher.

• Supporting a Year 6 pupil who is reluctant to read with you: 

▪ ask them to summarise the plot/latest section

▪ ask them to make a prediction and explain their reasoning 

▪ read a section to them



Supporting learning at home (including 

SATS)
• Each week, Year 6 pupils are giving guidance relating 

to what learning should be taking place at home. 

This is always shared on Showbie in the homework 

folder.

• As we will be beginning preparation for SATs later in 

the year, we will be helping the children to develop 

revision skills and they will be learning how to 

organise an effective revision folder. Please could 

your child bring in an A4 folder (2- ring)* and five 

dividers for their revision folder. This is not needed 

for quite some time. 

• *Please avoid lever-arch files as these will not fit in 

their desk



Transition from Year 6 to 7
• The transition process has usually begins in the spring term with 

communication between the secondary schools and West Leigh staff.

• We will be supporting the secondary schools so that the pupils have 

the opportunity to meet tutors, learn about their new schools and 

subsequently feel more assured about their transition. 

• Beyond this, much information is shared between the schools about 

all aspects of the children to ensure that their new schools are well 

prepared to meet the needs of each and every child at this important 

stage.

• There will also be the transition days which often bring great 

excitement (and naturally some apprehension form children and 

parents alike). 

• As a staff, we will be here for the children to guide them through the 

process and providing additional support where it is needed.



• Important dates (Autumn)

20th November Flu Immunisations

25th-29th November Book Fair

29th November Non-Uniform (bring gift for Fayre) 

30th November Christmas Fayre 

10th December Carol Service at St. Margaret's Church

11th December Christmas Dinner

19th December Christmas Fun Non-Uniform 

20th December Non-Pupil (INSET) Day 

23rd January Young Shakespeare Company visit

11th February Safer Internet Day

21st March Red Nose Day 

1st and 3rd April Learning Conferences

23rd - 27th June Ilam/Southend Week

.



Wellbeing – Our Most Important Focus

• Year 6 could be stressful with selection being taken by many pupils, waiting for 

results, finding out new schools, SATs and transition from Year 6 to Year 7. Add 

to this the burdens of living through the challenging times we are living 

through, and this could easily be too much!

• Your child’s mental and physical well-being is a priority.

• Their well-being is monitored and, if need be, addressed accordingly; this will 

be different for each individual.

• Our curriculum and extra-curricular activities foster a love of learning.

• Expertise of staff will be shared to ensure that wellbeing is at the core of what 

we do – we care greatly for your children and thank-you for giving us the 

opportunities to develop and nurture them.



Leaving West Leigh 

Making your child’s time at the end of their 

West Leigh journey as memorable as 

possible is one of the most important 

aspects of the final weeks of Year 6. I 

won’t spoil the surprises but needless to 

say, if previous years are anything to go 

by, there will be many great memories 

created!




