
Welcome to Year 3



Staff

• 3N:  Mrs Bemister 

• 3T:  Mrs Thompson and Mrs Halls (Tuesday) 

• 3G:  Mrs Garrett and Mrs Aggas 

• 3E: Miss Bowes 

• Support Staff:  Mrs Martin, Mrs Riddell, Miss Ling, Mrs Dennison, 
Mrs Parsons and Mrs Watts. 

• Subject teachers: Mrs Goldhawk, Miss Fisher, Madame Mason and 
Mrs Walton.



Communication
• Communication between staff, pupils and carers 

is vital in ensuring highest possible standards of 
learning. 

• Communication Book 

❑ all additional information for class, 

❑ homework - spellings (including results) and 
mental maths 

❑ Reading record and reading target.   

• Staff are available to talk. Please contact the 
office and we will return your call as soon as 
possible. Alternatively, write a note in the 
communication book and ask that your child 
show it to us. 

• Weekly newsletter.



Blended Learning:  Showbie
• West Leigh received TES Highly Commended Award June 2021. 

• Used in class to enhance learning experience and develop 
confidence online and using ICT skills.   

• Use at home: 

• 1.  If needing to isolate 

• 2.  Spellings are available.   

• 3.  Reading voice notes to be recorded in the reading folder.  

• 3. Game links 

• Logging in:  Inside the Communication Book, children can use 
the QR code or type in their details.  Please encourage them to 
do this independently. 



Our Curriculum: English

• Our main text focus this term is the 
wonderful story of ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’ by 
Roald Dahl. 

• The children will develop their narrative 
writing skills, building on strategies learnt 
at KS1.  They will also learn more about 
non-fiction texts in the form of non-
chronological reports and instructional 
writing. 

• Reading in depth to understand the choices 
made by characters and reading non-fiction 
to develop greater subject knowledge.



Reading at home
• First and foremost, reading should bring 

pleasure! 

• Pupils should be aware of expectations from their class 
teacher. 

• Supporting a Year 3 pupil to read aloud is vital.  By doing 
this, they will gain more confidence, a greater 
understanding of the text and the structures within as 
well as improving their fluency and accuracy with new 
vocabulary. 

• Please allow your child to read independently but discuss 
what they are reading with them so that they are 
beginning to summarise what they have read and can 
paraphrase.



How you can help…. 

Please help your child when 
completing their reading 
record.  This can be found at 
the back of the Communication 
Book.   

It is not necessary for you to 
add comments – in fact, there 
is no space for them!  The 
children do need to record 
which page they have got to 
each time they read (every 
day) and we ask that you sign it 
every week.  



Our Curriculum: Maths

• Maths topics are taught on a rolling scheme 
each time building upon prior learning. 

• Currently learning maths with class teacher 
in bubbles. Planning has been adapted to 
ensure opportunities for both additional 
support and development of greater depth. 

• Encourage use of TT Rock Stars (3-5 
minutes daily) 

• Weekly mental maths tests (set on a Friday 
and tested the following Thursday)



Our Curriculum: Science

• Topics: Animals (including Humans) and 
Rocks 

• Opportunities to plan and investigate 
key concepts in topics. 

• Challenges given to ensure creative 
scientific thinking and independence 
are developed 

• Varied approach to the subject allows 
children to thrive as scientists by 
applying their newly-found knowledge



Our Curriculum: Connected Curriculum
• Topic: Amazing Animals 

• Driver: Diversity 

• Geography: taking a closer look at the world around us and thinking about the 
geographical features (including climate, terrain) which support different 
animal species. 

• Art: studying the art of John Constable who was renowned for landscapes of 
the English countryside and farm life. 

• Design and Technology: a challenge to design and make a prototype animal 
carrier. 



Our Curriculum: taking greater 
responsibility and organisation

• Pupils are aware of PE sessions and swimming – see 
timetable in Communication Book. 

• Homework – set on Friday.  This includes spelling (use of 
Look, Cover, Write, Check) – set on Friday and tested on 
following Thursday. In addition, the children will be given 
a mental maths skill to practise, also tested the following 
Thursday.  The children are expected to record their 
weekly test results in their Communication books.   

• There are opportunities for our children in Year 3 to be 
supported by children from the upper school to improve 
their reading which is a superb enhancement to the 
children’s learning. 



Dates for the Diary
• Book looks start on Tuesday 28th September (3.30-3.45) 

• Week beginning 4th October: Reading Week 

• Tuesday 12th October: Flu immunisations 

• Monday 18th October: Individual photos 

• Tuesday 19th October: Sibling photos 

• Monday 25th – Friday 29th October: Half term break 

• Monday 1st November: School closed – INSET day 

• Monday 8th November: Learning Conferences 

• Wednesday 10th November: Learning Conferences 

• Tuesday 7th December Evening: Christmas celebration 

• Friday 17th December: School finishes for Christmas break



Wellbeing – Our Most Important Focus

• Moving from an Infant school to a Junior school can be a stressful time for 
children and we hope to support all our children, and their families, to 
navigate this time.   

• Your child’s mental and physical well-being is a priority. 

• Their well-being is monitored and, if need be, addressed accordingly; this will 
be different for each individual. 

• Expertise of staff will be shared to ensure that wellbeing is at the core of what 
we do – we care greatly for your children and thank-you for giving us the 
opportunities to develop and nurture them. 

• To support and encourage the children and their learning, we seek to boost 
their confidence by awarding both house points and learning rewards.  The 
rewards are given throughout the year.


