Comments left by ex-pupils who visited llam Hall on our website:

Lucy Simmons 21 June 2009 13:05:17
Ilam Hall was great fun! Thank you to all the staff who helped out!

Sophie Hare 20 June 2009 18:06:10
Ilam Hall was great! We got soaked when we went up Mam Tor! Alton Towers was the best.
lan Johnson 20 June 2009 16:07:09

As a coach driver for Slacks Travel for 29 years, I've taken these children to Derbyshire
maybe 6 times. Every year they never change, they are polite, well mannered and a credit to
the school. A big thank you should go to the wonderful staff and parents for giving them this
amazing opportunity of seeing our lovely county.

Thomas Mepham 20 June 2009 10:58:59
Ilam Hall was fantastic! Word of advice - prepare for rain, get a waterproof bag and jacket!
Jasmine Ruscoe 19 June 2009 19:11:51

Hi, I have just got back and to be honest I'm so tired. It was absolutely fantastic especially on
Thursday when we went to Alton Towers.

Ellie Bates and Hannah Dunlop 16 June 2009 12:03:14
We left West Leigh three years ago. We are now in Year 9 at Belfairs High. Ilam Hall was
really good, it was an excellent ending to the year.

We miss West Leigh a lot!

Sally Proctor 14 June 2009 16:14:55
Wow you're going tomorrow because today is Sunday! | can't believe it's been a year since |
was leaving West Leigh on the coach. llam is sooooo fun and I hope you all have a great
time!

Alex Glasby 13 June 2009 19:56:23
At Alton Towers do we get our tickets?

I've got all the tickets already, Alex. Let's hope | remember to pack them into my
rucksack this evening. I shall give you your ticket when we arrive at Alton Towers on
Thursday - not before in case you lose it!

Jade Garner 13 June 2009 12:21:13
Only 2 days to go! I really can't wait! How long is the journey?
If we leave school on time we should be there by 1:00pm. That's almost 5 hours.

Genevieve Middlemast 13 June 2009 07:28:05
[lam Hall was an amazing trip and every one should go on it! You must bring comfortable
shoes and plasters if you are blister prone because when you go you do tons of walking every
day.

Oblivion is a really good ride for those people who enjoy scary rides! When | went, we went
to Alton Towers on my birthday day and it is great. If anyone's worried about missing their
parents don't be - you get so distracted that you will be back home before you know. | cannot
believe they have ensuites at Ilam that’s so unfair!

Missing everyone from West Leigh loads.

PS Mr Queenborough is really nice on the trip...and so are the other staff.

I thought I was nice all the time! Anyway, thanks for your thoughts, advice and



memories, Genevieve.

Daisy Hamlin 12 June 2009 23:11:06
Hello! It is 12th June! And that means Ilam Hall is only 3 days away! How exciting! For
packed lunch boxes, will we need to take them on our hikes? | am only bringing an empty
ice-cream box... Cheaper than original posh lunch boxes I can tell you that!

Yes, you need your lunch box in your rucksack each day. An empty ice cream box is the
best idea.

Lauren Conway 10 June 2009 19:24:42
| can't wait till llam Hall now! Will we have to bring our own cycling helmets or will they
provide them there?

Cycling helmets are provided - and so are the bikes.

Hugh Adlyngton 10 June 2009 18:39:50
If any of you know Julian, I'm his bro. He's going this year and I'm jealous, but I won't miss
him. Anyway, llam is the best school trip ever, so enjoy!

Alfie Daysh 10 June 2009 17:25:47
Do we need swimming trunks?

Well, we are not going to any swimming pools - you have one of those at school. | have
tried to organise things you cannot do in Essex. You might need your trunks if this
rainy weather continues. We will have to swim over to Thorpe Cloud!

Thomas Mepham 01 June 2009 18:11:22
Not long until llam - 15th June! What times should we be up by in the mornings?

Breakfast is served from 8 o'clock so you will need to be up shortly after 7am - you will
want to shower, make your bed and get your rucksack packed ready for the day's
activities.

Matthew Davis 31 May 2009 19:35:43
What day do we have to bring in our medication?
You need to give the medication to your group leader the week beginning 8th June.

Matthew Sinclair 28 May 2009 01:26:26
| really enjoyed Ilam Hall!

Best thing of West Leigh!

The rides at Alton Towers were good, and the hills were steep. Also there are lots of sheep!
Hope this year's Year 6s enjoy it!

And hopefully my brother will too!

Emily Milne 25 May 2009 11:41:34
Hello to everyone at West Leigh. Ilam Hall is such a brilliant week and I'm even jealous of
my brother who is going this year- even though I'm in Year 10! Have fun all.

Florence Ball 23 May 2009 21:44:30
Ilam Hall was the best thing | did in West Leigh. Everybody should do it.

West Leigh was the best!

I'm in Year 8 now and I still miss all my friends from West Leigh.

Jasmine Ruscoe and Jade Garner 21 May 2009 19:59:18
Some people have said we need to take a spare pair of shoes in our rucksack whilst hiking. Is

it true?

No, not when you are hiking, but obviously you need spare clean shoes or trainers when

you are back at the hostel.



Kloe Dunham 20 May 2009 17:40:27
Hi again!!! Counting the days till llam. I can't wait!
LESS THAN A MONTH!

Joshua Bolton 16 May 2009 13:04:51
How long until we choose our rooms? What fraction of the rooms have ensuites?

It is actually me who chooses your rooms, but on Wednesday 20th May | will meet with
you all and you can tell me who you might like to share with. I will then try to fit you
onto a dormitory plan over half term. About half of the rooms are ensuite.

Adam Setchfield 12 May 2009 19:22:27
I remember llam, it was great. I'm in Year 7 now and | urge everybody to go. It's a great week
out!

Hannah Shove 12 May 2009 16:20:38
| loved Ilam Hall It was so great, the best part of West Leigh. | would recommend it to
everyone as it was so much fun. I MISS U WEST LEIGH!!!!

Sophie Rogers 10 May 2009 20:55:48
| can't wait till llam Hall. I am sure it will be fun ...but we will miss everyone (friends and
family).

No, you won't miss anyone because you'll be far too busy having fun! Believe me, the
week will fly past!

Katie Lawrence 10 May 2009 19:21:22
Hi. Really looking forward to llam Hall, my brother said it was great. What time do we have
to get up in the morning?

Breakfast begins at 8:00am so you need to give yourself time for a shower, to make your
bed and to pack your rucksack.

Lucy Baker (Kitty's mum) 08 May 2009 09:57:59
| hope you all have the best holiday ever, it looks like it's going to be so much fun. Everyone
(staff and pupils) has worked so hard this year and you all deserve to have a fabulous time.
After going to the meeting the other night I think a few of us mums wish we were coming
with you!

Lucy Marshall-Smith and Kloe Dunham 07 May 2009 16:41:17
Can't wait for Ilam Hall! Do you have to wear proper walking trousers or can we wear
tracksuit bottoms?

Walking trousers are best but tracksuit bottoms are acceptable as long as they protect
you from nettle stings and biting sheep.

How long are the hikes?
Long - I hope you have begun your fitness regime!

How long will we be at Alton Towers (what times)?
Roughly 10:00am until 4:30pm

The questions are never ending
Read some of the other questions below. They stretch back to 2006 with comments from
ex pupils who went even earlier. You'll probably find the answers you are looking for.

Jasmine Ruscoe 03 May 2009 21:40:52
How do you put us into groups? Is it alphabetically or will we get to go with our friends?
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I'm sure you will want to be with some of your friends. I will discuss all that with you
closer to the time.

Lucy Simmons 01 May 2009 19:42:47
| can't wait for Ilam! | heard that we have to spend ages on the coach so can I bring an
iPod/Nintendo DS/ PSP? And do they have plug sockets in the rooms so | can charge them? |
probably wouldn't use them at the hostel.

If you take these things, you take them entirely at your own risk. They could get lost or
broken. Most children prefer talking with their friends on the coach journey.

Neve Cussen 29 April 2009 18:33:14
I can't wait till llam but I have question. Will we have groups for Alton Towers or are we
allowed to go round with our friends?

We sort all of that out the evening before Alton Towers. You will want to be in a group
with your friends - however | do insist that no-one goes around alone.

Megan Watton 29 April 2009 17:31:40
Are you going to give us a letter about what to bring or do we have to get it off the website?
Download it yourself from this website. You need to be getting prepared now. | hope
you are training for that mountain walking!

Daisy Hamlin 28 April 2009 20:54:35
It is me again! When do we have to be in our dormitories? And when we are in them are we
allowed to watch the television? Until of course before 10pm because that is obviously our
bed time!

You have to be in your rooms by 9:30pm, but you won't be watching television. llam is a
TV Free Zone. Why would you want to watch television when you are away with all
your friends? Enjoy the company instead!

Emma White 27 April 2009 20:59:03
Hope you have a fab time. You will have a great time, believe me. Thanks again staff who
went! Missing everyone from West Leigh!

Kimberley Kenny 26 April 2009 15:39:11
Hi. I'm so excited about llam. What teacher is answering our questions? And what teachers
will be coming with us this week?

I am - Mr. Queenborough. I'm glad you are so excited. The only teacher I can confirm is
definitely going at the moment is me. | don't announce the staff too soon in case they
change their minds!

Daisy Hamlin 21 April 2009 08:05:54
I'm sorry | keep on writing to this page - | just have many questions! What teachers are going
to llam? Will they be going on the rides at Alton Towers?

I will confirm at our meeting to parents on 6th May which staff are going to llam. There
will be 12 or 13 of us in total. Some staff, myself included, love all of the rides at Alton
Towers. Others prefer to watch from a safe distance.

Daisy Hamlin 20 April 2009 21:13:37
I am still counting down the days until we go to Ilam Hall! It is going to be REALLY fun! Do
you have any information on how many dormitories and beds there will be? And how will we
be woken up in the mornings as some people are very heavy sleepers?

It will be a squeeze this year as there are fewer beds than before. This is because the
hostel has been refurbished and some rooms now have their own showers and a toilet. It
might mean putting some extra beds into rooms! One person in each room should take
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an alarm clock - you get more tired as the week goes on. For those very deep sleepers
who cannot be woken by shaking I find a bucket of cold water always works very
effectively

Sally Proctor 08 April 2009 15:51:17
I'm super jealous of all the people going to Ilam Hall. It was great last year when | went and |
hope everyone going has a fab time!

Daisy Hamlin 07 April 2009 20:02:21
I cannot wait until llam! But I have to ask a question. Why do we need packed lunches? Don't
we have food at Ilam?

You need a packed lunch to eat on the way there. After that all meals (including packed

lunches) are provided for us.

Thomas Mepham 06 April 2009 11:32:48
| read Sapphie Parry's comment. Did it really have underground showers for boys? If they
did, I'll be glad if they don't after the refurbishment!

Jasmine Ruscoe 03 April 2009 21:10:52
| can't wait for the trip and all the fun activities, especially going to Alton Towers!
Lois Govier 18 March 2009 20:05:50

Looking forward to this trip so much! Can't wait to go to Alton Towers. How many people
sleep in each dormitory?

The youth hostel is being refurbished at the moment so I am not sure now how many
children sleep in each dormitory. | shall have to wait until I am sent the new plan of the
hostel.

Jack Heyburn 17 March 2009 20:52:42
Is there a sauna or hot tub at the hostel? If there is are we allowed to use them?

No saunas or hot tubs! I think you might be confusing a youth hostel with a hotel.
Remember a youth hostel is "basic’ accommodation so don't expect luxuries.

Thomas Mepham 13 March 2009 18:33:56
Not long until llam Hall! I can't wait until we get on the grounds. Do we need to bring
anything extra apart from clothes and maybe a disposable camera?

I'll give your parents all the information at the meeting on 6th May. However click on
'Things You Need To Know' and ‘Some Rules’ for further information.

Harriet Wilkins 11 March 2009 17:53:05
| can't wait for Ilam - especially Alton Towers!!
Rhianna Day 03 March 2009 17:33:55

I'm really looking forward to going to llam Hall! My brother showed me some photos and it
looks really nice there!

Tom Bell 02 February 2009 08:27:30
I can remember Ilam Hall so well, the journey on the coach was fine but the journey back
was terrible, having to say goodbye to the best school trip ever!

| was in Mr Dunn's group, we climbed Mam Tor, Bunster, we explored the Devils Arse
(don’t worry not that kind) and we went to Alton Towers and went on every single thriller
ride. It was fantastic!

Holly Parkes 26 January 2009 16:51:48
| can't wait to go to Ilam Hall. I'm going to go on all the big rides at Alton Towers.



Zoe Ager and Suzie Leigh 13 January 2009 12:07:14
Ilam Hall was amazing. We were both in Mr Queenborough'’s group and we had lots of fun
throughout the week. It is really worth doing for any current Yr 6's who are considering going
as it was lots of fun.

We will remember that week forever.

Katie Lawrence 05 January 2009 14:59:58
My friends and | can't wait to go to llam. Is there a garden we can play in?
Yes, the grounds are huge. Have a look at some of the photographs and you will see.

Jack Heyburn 02 December 2008 16:51:39
Still can't wait for llam. I'm ticking the days off on my calendar! How deep are the caves
underground and do you have T.V. in the hostel?

Very deep - some are as deep as the mountains are high. There isa TV in the hostel but
it hardly gets watched - you can do that at home. Hopefully you'll be outside enjoying
the fresh air and good company.

Molly Parmenter 27 November 2008 19:23:08
I'm really excited about llam Hall. I can't wait. When we go to Alton Towers I'm gonna go on
every ride there!

Maddy Robinson 10 October 2008 13:07:17
| LOVED Illam Hall! I left it a bit late but I miss West Leigh so much! One or two tips.

1. Go on Air, I missed it and have regretted it ever since.

2. Wear good shoes.

Have a nice time!!

Emma White 02 September 2008 20:30:57
I really miss llam. It was so great. | hope all the new year sixes enjoy it as much as I did! A
very big thank you to all the teachers! It was the best trip ever!

Emily Goodsell 15 August 2008 12:10:33
Ilam Hall is a great trip and you will not at all feel homesick as you're too busy playing with
your friends or unpacking ! You're never bored! | really really want to go back there! Thank-
you all staff that came!

Kara Lockett 12 July 2008 22:16:16
Ilam Hall was fab. I loved it. | cried when | got home.
Henry Williams 11 July 2008 20:38:56

Ilam was the best trip ever! | had the best times EVER with my friends!!! | would like to say
thank you to all the staff who came along and organised it. | will never forget this trip.

Rhianna Neagus 09 July 2008 14:54:26
Ilam Hall is still the best ever school trip I've been on even though I'm in Year 9 now. West
Leigh is a legend school.

Sam Carpenter 06 July 2008 15:41:20
Ilam was incredible! It was fun spending a week with my friends! Thank you to all the staff
who went and a big thanks for organising it. It was AMAZING!

Kirstie Reid 28 June 2008 19:17:21
| am so pleased you guys enjoyed it as much as I did. | was so jealous that you were going. |
really miss Ilam.

Adnan Hussain 27 June 2008 16:43:05



Thank you Mr Queenborough for taking us to llam! Loads of children in Year 6 said they
loved it! We had a lot of freedom and independence.

James Ling-Locke 25 June 2008 21:38:22
Ilam Hall was great! | would love to go back to llam Hall. I'm trying to persuade my mum if |
can go back for a second time. My best part of the trip was going to Alton Towers. It was fab
with all my friends.

Luke Walker 25 June 2008 19:34:46
Greatest holiday ever, sad to come home. Thank you to Mr Queenborough and other staff for
a great experience.

Niamh De'Ath 25 June 2008 19:00:53
Ilam Hall was only last week and | am still getting over it. It is great fun! Apart from the
hiking which is so tiring especially MAM TOR....Year 5s take a lot of water as | ran out and
was so thirsty at the end! Alton Towers is bloomin' brilliant! Always go on the best rides first
so the queues won't be long. Thanks Mr Queenborough and all the staff including Mr Dunn
(my group leader)!

Ellie Howell 23 June 2008 14:41:23
Last week | went to llam Hall, it was really fun. At first | thought | was going to get really
homesick but in the end | didn't and had great fun! Alton Towers was the best | went on Rita
and it was really fast and scary which I didn't expect when | was queueing up for it, so when
it started | was really scared. Hiking up the mountains was hard although Bunster Hill wasn't
too hard. The second best bit was the caverns though!

Max Carter 23 June 2008 14:40:53
Fantastic and best holiday ever! Food is brill, dorms are cosy and grounds are huge!
Temitayo Oyeniyi 23 June 2008 14:40:22

ILAM WAS EXCELLENT! Alton Towers was cool and the rides were fun. | highly
recommend it to everyone. It was the most amazing experience of my life!

Rebecca Fraser 23 June 2008 14:40:21
| didn't want to leave llam Hall seeing as it was sooo cool. My sister said that she wanted to
disguise as me and do it all again. | want to say massive THANK YOU to all the staff that
came with us especially to Mr Queenborough for making this possible for everyone so thank

Kirsty Binstead 23 June 2008 14:38:24
| want to say a big THANK YOU to Mr Queenborough and Miss James especially and to all
the other teachers as if you did not go we would not be able to go as well. I hope the teachers
enjoyed it as much as | did. I would also say to all other children that they should go to Ilam
Hall, it is great fun and want to say a MASSIVE THANK YOU to ALL the staff again and a
massive massive thank you to Mr Queenborough for organising it all THANKS

Destiny Newman 23 June 2008 14:37:33
| totally recommend llam Hall to the whole school and I give it a 110% out of 100% because
it is fun and really well organized by Mr Queenborough. At first I thought 1 was going to get
homesick but in the end | didn't because | was having too much fun to miss my family .The
trip was the once in a lifetime treat so thank you.

Elliott Cox 23 June 2008 14:37:11
A little reminder to future people - don't wear bright red please, my friend did and we went
past a herd of bulls -nothing serious just a broken arm and leg - joking. But I'm serious about
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the red because you never know!

Richard Long 23 June 2008 14:34:43
Ilam was amazing!!! Didn't get much sleep but it was worth it. Loved every day especially
Alton Towers. It's so strange coming back to school though what with maths replacing
cycling and Alton Towers. | thoroughly recommend the trip, anyone would enjoy it!

Harry Bartholomew 23 June 2008 14:34:28
Ilam was sooooo good!! Mam Tor was really hard but worth the view at the top. Tissington
Trail was fab and Alton Towers was amaaaazing! GO ON AIR, NEMESIS, OBLIVIION
AND RITA! They are phenomenal! | don't think anyone got any sleep so we were exhausted
when we got home! It was 9.5 out of 10.

Sally Proctor 23 June 2008 14:34:20
On Wednesday at Ilam my group went cycling on the Tissington Trail, me and my friend
Emma stopped to put our waterproofs on. When we got going again we couldn't see anyone
in front of us and couldn't see Mr. Queenborough behind us and it was like there was no one
for miles. Eventually we saw our group again though.

Jodi Newell 23 June 2008 14:32:22
Ilam was amazing. All of the staff were kind to me. The view from Thorpe Cloud was
AMAZING but the best part was Alton Towers - | went on Oblivion, Rita, Air and Nemesis -
absolute quality

Lewis Kerr 23 June 2008 14:32:20
Ilam Hall rocked! The best part had to be Alton Towers. If anyone is thinking about going
nag your parents till they give in as it is wicked. It feels so good knowing that you climbed 2
mountains. The view is brilliant and everyone looks so small from up there. Alton Towers
was the best theme park | have ever been to (but I have only been to Adventure Island so it
had to be the best). | recommend going on Air, Rita the Queen of Speed, Nemesis and
Oblivion. I wish I was still there. Hope you enjoy yourself when you go!

Emma White 23 June 2008 14:32:09
I wish I could go back to Ilam. It was so amazing, | miss the countryside and sleeping in a
dorm with my friends, | want to go back! Thank you so much for taking me! Alton Towers
was great fun!

Leah Masters 23 June 2008 14:31:21
Ilam Hall was excellent. I wish we could all go again! Alton Towers was superb, Nemesis
was GREAT so were all the other rides. | recommend it!

Giles Davies 23 June 2008 14:31:10
Alton Towers was amazing even if | did not go on Obilivon, Nemesis, Rita or Air but I had
great fun.

Malone Jaen 23 June 2008 14:31:10
Although I did not go to Ilam Hall, I had an excellent time during Southend Week! We only
had to walk on two of the days so it was less tiring than llam... I would give it a 10 out of 10!

John Tothill 23 June 2008 14:30:31
Thanks to all the teachers! llam was amazing! | loved every moment! Mam Tor was so good.
Alton Towers was good, but unfortunately 'Air' and 'Rita Queen of Speed' broke down so |
couldn't go on them. But it was still brilliant. Chatsworth House isn't boring at all - in fact, it
was one of the best moments! Thanks!

Jack North 23 June 2008 14:28:57



Ilam Hall is fantastic, the beds are nice, the dorms are great, the grounds are FANTASTIC
and there is a lot of scenery and the week is exhausting!

Georgia Bradley 23 June 2008 14:28:50
Ilam was so good. | can't believe it's already over. | wish we were still there! The first day |
was back | was already arguing with my sister!! I hope everyone who goes in the next few
years has as much fun as i did!

Harry Faupel 23 June 2008 14:27:31
IT WAS AMAZING!!! | give it 10 out of 10 and highly recommend it.
Matthew Lahbibi 23 June 2008 14:24:23

Although I didn't go to llam, Southend Week was really good! Especially The Rage at
Adventure Island!

Tony Hudson 23 June 2008 14:23:35
Ilam Hall is the best trip | have ever been on Definitely worth the money and the mountains
are quite tall and quite tiring. Alton Towers is amazing and | wish we could spend more time
there.

Charlotte Basham 23 June 2008 13:39:01
Ilam Hall was fantastic! I loved Alton Towers. I really, really want to go to llam again!
Abi Oldfield 23 June 2008 13:38:34

| absolutely loved Ilam Hall, especially Alton Towers! | really want to go again. Thank you
so much for taking me!

Lucy Willis 23 June 2008 13:36:36
It was great, all of the Year 5s will love it like us. I just wish we were there for longer. Go on
Air at Alton Towers it's the best ride there, Oblivion is very scary but still good.

Wilson Copeland 23 June 2008 13:33:50
Ilam was amazing, thanks.

Cameron Cruiks 23 June 2008 13:31:37
Ilam was brill. I recommend for those going next year to bring a camera.

Christopher Vickers 22 June 2008 19:53:05
Best of the best. 11 out of 10 - highly recommended.

Olivia Dedman 22 June 2008 17:31:04

| still can't believe it was a year ago since Illam Hall. It seems like only a few months. I still
really miss it and West Leigh as well. | hope everyone enjoyed it as much as my friends and |
did.

Sam McDonald 22 June 2008 15:29:08
Ilam was the best -especially Alton Towers.
Kirsty Binstead 22 June 2008 08:30:22

[lam Hall was amazing. | loved every minute of it although I am now still really tired.
However | had a brilliant time and Alton Towers was amazing and | went on Oblivion and
the other scariest rides. Now my brother can't wait to go although he still has 2 years to go.

Emma White 21 June 2008 17:56:14
Ilam Hall was the best ever, thank you so much for taking me and a big thank you to all the
teachers! If you have a chance to go to llam Hall GO! Alton Towers was amazing. The walks
were tiring and | could have fainted but they were still great fun! THANK YOU SO MUCH!

Sally Proctor 21 June 2008 16:33:13



| loved everything about Ilam but I'm definitely not going to forget Monday on Thorpe
Cloud, I got a cold and a really sore throat.

Adam Setchfield 21 June 2008 12:53:37
Ilam was AMAZING it was the best holiday ever. I liked Alton Towers the best!
Lewis Murrell 20 June 2008 21:20:34

BRILLIANT! I had such a great time. My favourite part was definitely Alton Towers, but |
loved climbing Thorpe Cloud and seeing how small everything was down below when we
were at the summit. | repeat | had a brilliant time. Wish | didn't have to go home.

Adnan Hussain 20 June 2008 21:04:23
When you are climbing Thorpe Cloud or Mam Tor you feel like you're climbing Mount
Everest but | don't want to put anyone off who is going next year because it is really fun!

Emily Goodsell 20 June 2008 20:35:37
Ilam Hall was so good and I really wish we could go back.
Stephanie Hopper 20 June 2008 20:02:04

I've just come back from llam. It was excellent and | didn't want to leave. That last walk was
tiring, | had to carry my trainers, teddy bear, sun hat, water bottle and rain coat.

Adnan Hussain 20 June 2008 19:30:00
| just came back from Ilam 2 hours ago and it was great! Remember people who are going to
Ilam, after the walks and you are getting changed, make sure you dress to impress!

Molly George 15 June 2008 19:38:04
| can't believe it is llam tomorrow - wow! My mum said | have to have an early night tonight
so | won't be tired in the morning.

That's right. I'll soon be in bed myself!

Adam Setchfield 15 June 2008 14:42:41
Are you allowed to take an alarm clock?

Yes, | would like every dormitory to have one - you need to know the time. One year a
group of boys got up at 5:30am and were waiting outside for breakfast because they did
not know how early it was!

Emma White 13 June 2008 20:48:58
| am going crazy and so are my friends. My mum and | went to buy waterproof trousers for
my friend and me. We look soooooo silly!!! I am still so excited!!

You might look silly but at least you'll stay dry.

Emily Goodsell 13 June 2008 20:15:36
It's only 3 days away and I'm really excited. Does anyone get homesick on the first night?
Homesick? What's that? You'll be too busy on your first evening there unpacking your
case, sorting out your dormitory, exploring the youth hostel and grounds etc

Adnan Hussain 13 June 2008 20:10:41
Is it okay if I come in on Monday at approximately 7:45am because | know | must have left
my llam rota in my desk?!

You should have shares in this website, Adnan. You don't need to be early - just pick up
your itinerary on your way down to our classroom.

Emma White 13 June 2008 17:52:07
All my friends are talking about who they are sitting next to on the coach and which level but
| wondered if it was double decker or not? llam Hall on Monday - yipee, 0000000 excited!
No they're not double deckers - we have booked three 49 seater coaches - hopefully you
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will see them waiting outside the school when you arrive on Monday morning - they will
say Slacks Travel on the side. They travel down from Derbyshire in the middle of the
night!

Javan Heales 13 June 2008 17:31:13
Do we stop at a service station on the way home? | hope the dogs don't attack!

Yes we usually stop at Newport Pagnell on the M1. That's when I phone the school and
estimate the time we will arrive home. Don't worry about the dogs - | carry a first aid
kit.

Sally Proctor 12 June 2008 21:17:40
After you had answered Emma’s question and said about the SAVAGE DOGS | didn't know
whether to believe it or not! Also is it essential to have waterproof trousers?

I don't take waterproof trousers - let's hope we only get showers so we don't get wet
legs!

Poppy Fraser 12 June 2008 21:06:18
Ilam Hall was so amazing. I'm nearly in Year 10 now but I still talk about it - ha ha. Thanks
to all the teachers who took us! It was so funny!

Holly Pain 12 June 2008 20:37:45
The pictures from previous years look great fun, can't wait to go to Alton Towers - it is going
to be great fun!! I love great big fast rides especially Oblivion and Nemesis. | love going on
the water rides there - they look great fun! Thank you for answering my question so quickly.

Charlie Fix 12 June 2008 19:20:20
Do | need to carry spare clothes in my rucksack?

Just extra clothes in case you get cold (and a cagoule of course) - and if often does feel
much colder up mountains.

Holly Pain 12 June 2008 17:19:19
Are you serious about the SAVAGE DOGS, Mr Queenborough?
I certainly am. You can usually hear them barking once we reach the top of Bunster

Emma White 12 June 2008 17:13:54
HELP Ilam Hall only 3-4 days away, sooo excited | can't wait any longer, being in a room
with my best friends, it is going to be a blast... | hope!

What colour trousers would you recommend to wear | cannot decide?

A dull colour which will not aggravate the bulls or savage dogs!

Adnan Hussain 11 June 2008 20:14:36
What should we pack in the bag we are taking for climbing? | have started packing a little bit
and | am not sure what to put in my rucksack for Bunster Hill.

Your group is climbing Thorpe Cloud on Monday. You will need a full water bottle,
waterproof jacket, cap, suncream, pocket money and plenty of energy. You will have
eaten your packed lunch before the walk (but may wish to save yourself a snack in case
of exhaustion). Be careful you do not fall in the river as we cross the stepping stones as
this has happened to one or two unfortunate children in previous years!

Sophie Tomlinson 10 June 2008 19:45:50
I cannot wait until llam Hall. I'm going to be so excited because I'm going to (luckily) be
away from my brother for a whole 5 days but I'm still going to miss him and everyone else.

Ross Hooper 10 June 2008 19:09:34
Roughly how many rides do we get to go on at Alton Towers?
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That depends on the queues. Last year it was pouring with rain which in some ways was
an advantage as Alton Towers was quiet and the queues were very short.

Holly Pain 10 June 2008 18:46:45
Can't wait till llam. How long does it take to climb Bunster Hill because | have heard it is
quite long?

That depends how fast you walk but remember your breathing apparatus. Save some
energy for the top because you have to survive walking past the farm with the savage
dogs!

Kirsty Binstead 09 June 2008 17:31:21
I am really happy with my group. I can't believe it is so close as it felt months ago when we
had our first meeting. Are there different groups at Alton Towers and how many groups are
there? | just want this week to go quickly now.

When we go to Alton Towers we put you with children who want to go on the same sort
of rides. We work all that out on the evening before we go.

Ross Hooper 08 June 2008 21:23:37
What kind of water bottle do we need?

Above all one that doesn't leak. Some children take two because there is nothing worse
than being thirsty.

Giles Davies 08 June 2008 15:49:52
What bedding do we need to take - sleeping bag, fitted sheet, pillow?

You don't need to take any bedding - the youth hostel provides you with a sheet sleeping
bag, a duvet and a pillow, but it is your job to make your bed each day. That's one of
the reasons we have room inspections!

Katie Macintyre 06 June 2008 16:56:05
Can | take my phone to take pictures and listen to music because | haven't got a camera?

No phones, I'm afraid. It's very cheap to buy disposable cameras and then you don’t
need to worry about losing valuable equipment. They do take very good photos.

Georgina Leigh 04 June 2008 19:12:36
Do we have to wear walking clothes or can we wear jeans and T shirt on the coach?

Please be dressed ready for the afternoon's walk as you won't have time to unpack your
clothes and change. | don't mind if you change your footwear as that won't take long!

Adnan Hussain 03 June 2008 19:20:57
When we get to climbing the hills and we are carrying the backpack, where will the other bag
be?

I shouldn't think you'll want to carry it up the mountains. I always leave mine in my
dormitory.

Sally Proctor 03 June 2008 08:20:00
Do we have to take our own towels and do we have to wear our hiking boots on the coach
going there?

You will need to take towels. Don't wear your hiking boots on the coach - you can
change into them when we arrive at Ilam.

Molly George 28 May 2008 18:43:27
On the Thursday of Ilam when we go Alton Towers, how long are we there for?
You have around 6 hours there, so there is plenty of time for the rides.

Sally Proctor 20 May 2008 20:40:01
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At llam Hall is it better to wear darker colours?

I don't mind as long as you wear the type of clothes I have recommended. No long
trousers that drag on the ground and no jeans (except around the hostel). You had
better avoid red because of the field of bulls on Bunster Hill.

Lucy Willis 20 May 2008 18:33:14
Do most of the walks seem a long time or does time pass quickly?

Well, they say when you're having fun time passes quickly - so let's say they are soon
over and done with. However, you'll probably be surprised at how far we get you all to
walk!

Rebecca Rayner 20 May 2008 18:16:46
I'm really looking forward to Ilam Hall, it all sounds great and being away from my sister is a
real bonus!

I should think your sister is also excited at the prospect of 5 days without you!

Sophie Tomlinson 19 May 2008 19:48:28
Are we going to be the only people at Alton Towers and do we have to stay in our groups?
Alton Towers is a huge site. There will be thousands of people there. The groups are
different on that day but you must never be on your own. Always have at least one
friend with you.

Edward Russell 19 May 2008 18:05:04
Now that SATS are out of the way, | can't wait to forget about work and tests. The only thing
| have to worry about is the hill walking in Derbyshire.

No worries - but make sure you are getting plenty of exercise each day. Practise riding
your bike ready for that cycle along the railway line!

Maddy Robinson 19 May 2008 15:50:26
| can't wait either! What time do we leave and come back each day?

We are usually gone by 9:30am and back round about 5pm. This gives you time to have
a shower and make yourself presentable for dinner.

Kara Lockett 19 May 2008 14:29:57
Can't wait for Ilam - only a few more weeks now.
I hope you've booked some good weather!

Ross Hooper 18 May 2008 17:13:26
Only 26 days to go and counting.
Is that all? I hope you are in training!

Rhys Cavill 18 May 2008 12:26:25
How high, roughly is Thorpe Cloud?
It's high and takes a lot of climbing. Why do you think it's called Thorpe 'Cloud'?

Georgina Leigh 17 May 2008 14:55:41
Can't wait till Ilam Hall. I love walking long distances (and can't wait till Alton Towers).
How long are the walks?

I'm glad you like long walks. Most of our walks last about 3 hours.

Javan Heales 17 May 2008 08:31:13
| can't wait to go to Ilam but I hate big rollercoasters like Rita and Oblivion.

That's fine, Javan. You decide for yourself what you do at Alton Towers. Have a look at
the Alton Towers website for some ideas.

Miles Hardie 16 May 2008 21:34:08
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Ilam Hall is going to be legendary, and | can't wait to stay up really late.
Not too late or you'll have me to answer to! The staff need their sleep too, Miles and
they can't go to bed until you are all asleep!

Olliver Lambert 16 May 2008 20:35:20
| can't wait for Ilam Hall, Hopefully I'll be with some of my mates. How tall is Oblivion
again because I'm especially looking forward to that particular ride?

If I remember rightly it is a vertical drop of 200 feet. I'm really looking forward to
going on it again this year!

Sophie Tomlinson 16 May 2008 16:34:13
How many people can we pick to have in our dormitories for girls?

I'll explain next week once | have received all the medical forms. The girls' dormitories
range from 4 to 14 beds.

Adnan Hussain 15 May 2008 17:47:48
| was just wondering if the hills are so steep we have to crawl upwards.

They are steeper than you would expect. When you climb Thorpe Cloud you have to use
your hands to help pull you up!

Ross Hooper 14 May 2008 19:35:29
How many people do we get to choose in our dormitory and when do we get to choose?

The smallest dormitory for boys is 4 beds and the largest is 12 beds. I'll explain next
week how I will sort out your rooms

Ross Hooper 13 May 2008 19:18:04
I cannot wait till llam Hall. When | was first told about it, it seemed like | would have to wait
forever but now it's only a month away. I can't wait to stay up late.

Remember you need to be in your rooms by 9:30pm. The staff will check your lights are
out by 10:00pm.

Rhys Cavill 12 May 2008 20:49:05
What time to we have to get up?

You need to be up in time for your breakfast which is served from 8a.m. Give yourself
time to have a shower, make your bed and pack your rucksack.

Rhys Cavill 12 May 2008 20:36:39
I'm not really sure how big our lunch boxes are going to have to be.

They need to be large enough to hold your bread rolls, fruit, biscuit and a bag of crisps.
Don't bring too large a box or it will fill your rucksack.

Adnan Hussain 09 May 2008 16:54:54
I thought llam would be ages away but it's only in 5 weeks! Until Mr.Queenborough told me
at the meeting that Ilam isn't that far from now I didn't realise that I'm going to need to
prepare everything. | think everybody is really looking forward to it - staying up all night
with friends, Alton Towers and | bet they are really looking forward to bike-riding (not the
girls though).

I'm pleased you are looking forward to the trip but you won't be staying up all night!
Adnan Hussain 09 May 2008 16:44:43
Are we actually going to carry our rucksacks whilst we are on our bike? | am excited about
going to llam and spending money with hardly any supervision! | wonder who is going to be
in my group!

Yes, you need to carry your rucksack on your bike as there is nowhere to leave it. What
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makes you think there is hardly any supervision?!

Amy Peak 30 April 2008 20:01:30
Ilam Hall is one of the best trips I've ever been on, all you Year 6's will enjoy it. ALOT!
Southend is great so far. See you in September! (People that are coming to Southend)

Florence Watkinson 07 April 2008 19:36:23
Missing West Leigh loads. King John is great though. Ilam Hall was such a good laugh. All
of you Year Sixes will love it

Kirstie Reid 04 March 2008 17:13:12
Ilam Hall was great and everyone should go but don't stay up all night as Mr Queenborough
will tell you off! It was the best time I've ever had away from home! Alton Towers was the
best. Please go on Oblivion - only me and Amber went on it, everyone else chickened out.

Amber Phillips 03 March 2008 13:09:56
I'm in Year 7 now but llam Hall was great! Anyone going on the trip will love it and I'm not
joking. I really miss everyone back at West Leigh!

Poppy Fraser 19 February 2008 19:28:55
I am in Year 9 now and even after all these years my friend and I still spent most of today
laughing so much about our absolutely amazing and hilarious time in Ilam. I know that
sounds really stupid and cheesy...but it's true! My brother went a year ago and he loved it too!

Charlie Evans 11 February 2008 19:47:52
Ilam Hall? What an experience! Try to get to sleep early because you don't what to miss the 5
star breakfast. Don't be put off by the hiking. It's as much fun as Alton Towers. Don't go mad
on buying fizzy drinks or sweets because it's much better to buy stuff which will remind you
of your great time! I've still got my Blue John rock.

Olivia Dedman 10 February 2008 16:17:42
[lam Hall is the best part about Year Six and still now I really miss it. Make the most of it
whilst you are there because time really does go quickly.

Becky Pearson 08 February 2008 17:04:49
Ilam Hall is great. It's hard work climbing up the hills but you feel really good after. In my
dorm there was 14 girls and you can imagine the noise and fuss of hair! We had the church
clock outside our window and it was well loud!

Dominic Herriott 07 February 2008 20:11:52
I'm in Yr 7 at the moment and llam Hall was AMAZING! It's so fun and I really wish I could
go back. I really miss West Leigh.

Henry Pell-Johnson 22 January 2008 17:34:52
I'm so excited about going to Ilam Hall. I'm sure it will be great fun and a great experience
and adventure to all the children that go. | am very excited about staying in a room with my
friends and staying up all night. It's going to be great!!

You certainly won't be staying up all night, Henry!

Jack Reynolds 14 January 2008 21:41:37
Ilam was great. | wish I could do it again. Our dorm was told off about 50 times in one night.
Ryan Shirley 11 January 2008 12:31:43

To all Year 6 in 2008 go to Ilam Hall, it's fantastic. | went in 2006. It's a perfect way to say
goodbye to all your friends before you leave.

15



Sadie Copeland 09 December 2007 09:03:41
Ilam Hall was fantastic! The teachers were so nice! Anyone in Year 6 will love Ilam Hall.
Have a great time. Missing West Leigh loads!

Jimmy Wild 21 November 2007 00:00:00
Hi West Leigh. Ilam Hall was the best trip | have been on, Alton Towers was so cool! If you
are in Mr Dunn's group you will get one heck of a time. When they say a nice refreshing walk
it means run away and fast. The caverns were so cold | was an icicle - the name was so funny
but a bit rude. By the way I live in Buckinghamshire now and | miss West Leigh so much.

Alice Jackson 13 November 2007 00:00:00
| came on this website because someone reminded me of it and | do wish I was back at llam
Hall. You have the most amazing time ever and the teachers are actually rather nice.

Whoever goes you'll have a fantastic time!

Alexander Bright 22 October 2007 00:00:00
I remember llam Hall trip when | was at the school back in 2003/2004. West Leigh is a great
school and has achieved great things over a number of years. I'd like to say thank you to
everyone who taught me.

James White 12 October 2007 00:00:00
Just want to say how great West Leigh was, but the main thing was llam Hall, it was great -
the best time of my life and the best bit was Alton Towers. You get to know your teachers
and friends and have a wicked time.

Livi Dedman 04 October 2007 00:00:00
Hey guys, I'm really missing you West Leigh. If you go to llam Hall which you should you
will have the most amazing time of your lives. All you girls should get the big dorm - it by
far the best. If you go though just watch out for the after feeling, it is really sad to leave the
youth hostel because you really get to know the teachers really well! Have a great time new
Year 6!

Jodie McGregor 26 September 2007 00:00:00
| went to Ilam 4 years ago and when | went it was the most fun ever. | was in one of the
biggest rooms with all my old mates from West Leigh, not much sleep but it was fun. I was in
the group with Mrs Woolf and it was wicked hard work but rewarding. Being with mates on
this trip is the best and whatever happens the teachers will make sure you have fun no matter
what. Alton Towers was good, not that I like big rides, but I went on the baby rides. Now at
Westcliff I still talk about Ilam with mates who | went with so it isn't something you forget.

Jasmin Tillbrook 12 September 2007 00:00:00
I loved Ilam. I want go back I miss it. At Alton Towers I was nearly sick, it was great. Ilam
was a great place to chill with your friends! I wish | could go back to West Leigh and do it all
again!

Kia Simonelli 07 August 2007 00:00:00
Ilam Hall was superb. I had a brilliant time with all my friends enjoying the break. The views
are breathtaking (especially when you have just climbed a ginormous mountain). And Alton
Towers is fab! Yr 5 have fun!!!

Lauren Postlethwaite 31 July 2007 00:00:00
Well | came onto this website looking for the hymn book ... which I didn't find ... how
depressing. Anyway llam Hall was really good. I think the best was Alton Towers. | was
sitting next to Becki Hair and it was someone's birthday and she was obsessed with chocolate
cake and she sniffs and says 'l smell chocolate cake' and then later there was a chocolate cake
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... oh how we laughed. | seemed to laugh lots at Ilam Hall. Hahahahahahahahaha. Thank you
and goodbye. xxxx

Henry Brickwood 13 July 2007 00:00:00
Ilam was great. If you go you will have an absolutely cracking time, trust me! The only bad
bit was that | was too small for the big rides at Alton Towers but it was still great. The bad bit
was | fell off my bike on the bike trail! Chatsworth House was fab!! If you go have a fab
time! I will miss you West Leigh!

Francesca Hervé 11 July 2007 00:00:00
I loved Ilam. I took lots of photos. Alton Towers was great. My favourite was Air. On behalf
of everyone, | say thanks to all the teachers who helped at Ilam and | really enjoyed it.

Thomas Mutimer 10 July 2007 00:00:00
For all you guys who are going to go, if you feel a bit ill at the beginning (this happened to
me) hang in there, it is all great fun. By the way, when you go to Alton Towers Go on
Oblivion, Air, Nemesis and of course RITA QUEEN OF SPEED! Rita will blow your mind.
Good luck. Remember, have fun at llam

Taireen Hussain 09 July 2007 00:00:00
Ilam Hall was great and Tanvir was sort of right but I must say that it was rude to say don't
listen to Amy. | went to Ilam and Alton Towers 4 years ago and my brother is going next
year.

Tanvir Nazamuddin 05 July 2007 00:00:00
Ilam was great. Alton Towers was the best. We got told off at least 3 times every night in our
dorms because we were so loud! Don't listen to Amy Matthews about the caverns, they're
really not that bad, once you get more into them they open up. A huge thanks to
Mr.Queenborough for organising the whole thing and for the teachers who helped us. The
whole thing was great!

Mollie Bolton 04 July 2007 00:00:00
I'm going to King John now but I remember how brilliant Ilam Hall was! Alton Towers was
radical.

Ellie Watton 30 June 2007 00:00:00
I have only just found out this website address and | had fun reading everyone's comments. |
loved Ilam Hall. Everyone in Year 5 should go. Don't worry, Mr Queenborough is not that
strict there and actually he is really fun.

| hope everyone had a good time at llam or Southend. Thank you very much all the teachers
that put loads of hard work into this trip.

Amy Matthews 30 June 2007 00:00:00
Ilam was great! When the teachers say that you are going out for a refreshing walk in the
country, they mean climbing steep hills and wearing you out!!! Alton Towers is a well-
deserved rest from the hiking all week. Chatsworth is amazing. DO NOT go down Blue John
Cavern if you get claustrophobic! Mr Queenborough isn't so fond of cycling... you'll soon
learn why!

Tim Wheeler 27 June 2007 00:00:00
| really enjoyed Ilam Hall. It was loads of fun and I would recommend it to all Year 5s.
Amy Peak and Florence Watkinson 26 June 2007 00:00:00

Ilam Hall was great, even though we weren't in the same room we still had a great time.
Alton Towers was the best.
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Madeleine Katesmark 24 June 2007 00:00:00
| went to llam in 2003 and | find it hard to believe it was 4 years ago now. A friend told me
of the website and ever since | have been reminiscing about the 'ol' West Leigh school days'. |
am now a student at Westcliff Girls and miss it so much - just want another week back at
Ilam Hall to rediscover it and really savour the moment. | enjoyed it thoroughly and thanks

Hope someone has taken time to read this.

Daniel Mundy 21 June 2007 00:00:00
| had a fab time at Ilam Hall. Alton Towers was brilliant and | enjoyed the bike ride at
Tissington. Blue John was good too. | had great fun with all my friends. A big thank you to
all the teachers for helping make it so enjoyable. All you year 5s | really recommend it!

Josh French 20 June 2007 00:00:00
I hope Ilam Hall was good. | enjoyed it last year and | hope you did too.
James White 20 June 2007 00:00:00

Hi, I came back from Ilam Hall last Friday. It was the best trip ever! Even though the weather
was not that good it was still great!

Jake Lloyd 19 June 2007 00:00:00
Ilam Hall was the best. The walks are great as long as the weather isn't too bad and you are
prepared.

Rory Emery 18 June 2007 00:00:00
Ilam Hall is brilliant, the walks aren't that bad and Alton Towers is the best theme park in
England!

Matthew Sinclair 17 June 2007 00:00:00
| really enjoyed Ilam Hall but the best bit was of course Alton Towers. As it rained we had a
huge advantage. | went on over ten rides.

Harriet Dennison 16 June 2007 00:00:00
| got back from Ilam yesterday and it was brilliant. | really loved it. The hill climbing wasn't
too bad and Chatsworth House was very interesting. It did rain, but mostly to our advantage.
Alton Towers was great, the rides were good, but the flume was the best. On the first night no
one got much sleep, but the rest of the time we were so tired that we fell asleep easily. The
food was ok and the beds were quite comfy. I didn't get home sick at all. I loved llam Hall
and would recommend it to anyone.

Florence Watkinson 16 June 2007 00:00:00
Ilam is a great trip! Anyone that has the chance to go should definitely do it. You make lots
of new friends and have loads of fun. Thanks to all the teachers and my roommates for
making it such a great trip.

Kirstie Reid 16 June 2007 00:00:00
| came back from Ilam Hall yesterday - it was the best trip ever! The climbing was really
tiring but it wasn't too bad. Chatsworth House was interesting, but the best thing of all was
Alton Towers, sadly it was raining but the queues were short. | bought a trophy that said |
survived Oblivion and a photo of Harriet, Amber, Florence and me on the Flume. The bit that
made us jump was when the duck came out and quacked really loudly, you could hear it 2
miles away. Don't go on Hex it will give you nightmares. Florence and | were really naughty,
we stayed up till 3 o'clock in the morning and had fashion shows. Thankfully I had a great
time and | would recommend it to anyone on the planet!
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Alice Jackson 15 June 2007 00:00:00
Ilam is a great trip!! | came back today and already miss it!!! Everyone who goes, you have a
fantastic time!!!

Olivia Dedman 15 June 2007 00:00:00
Ilam Hall was fab. | was so sad to leave today. It was the best experience ever and | will
never forget it. It was amazing and we had the biggest dorm with all our closest friends!!!

Tamar Butten 11 June 2007 00:00:00
Hi, 1 go to King John now but I really enjoyed Ilam Hall. I hope this week will be great and
you will remember the memories forever. 1 did.

Charlotte Bidston 11 June 2007 00:00:00
| left West Leigh in 2001 a long time ago. We didn't get to go to llam Hall because of foot
and mouth but my brother went today and | wish | was going because everyone has said it
was fantastic. Hope everyone from Year 6 has fun!!!

Kirstie Reid 09 June 2007 00:00:00
I'm in Year 6 and next week we are going to llam Hall, 1 am so excited! | think the best part
of the week will be Alton Towers as all the rides are fab.

The worst part will be when | have to get up to a quarter to 7 in the morning because | live in
Benfleet and it takes ages for me to get ready in the mornings.

| think it's going to be the best trip ever! | hope | will have 5 days packed with fun.

James O'Halloran 07 June 2007 00:00:00
I can't wait for Ilam Hall. It looks like the best trip ever! I am sure 1 am going to have loads of
fun and no triplets for 5 days!

Daniel Mundy 05 June 2007 00:00:00
I'm looking forward to llam Hall and being with my mates. I can't wait to

go to Alton Towers and riding on the bikes at Tissington. How long does the journey take?
We leave school at 8:15am and hope to arrive around 1 o'clock.

Abbie Brown 04 June 2007 00:00:00
| can't wait to go to Ilam Hall. It is going to be great fun and I totally can't wait to go to Alton
Towers.

I've put a map of Alton Towers on our noticeboard in the West Hall. Have you had a
look?

Harriet Dennison 25 May 2007 00:00:00
What do you need money for at Alton Towers?

Where do we get our packed lunch from during the week?

You've already paid for your ticket to Alton Towers so the rides are free but you might
want to buy gifts for your family.

Your packed lunch you pick up each morning from the dining room. You choose what
you want - a little like our ‘Grab a Bag'.

Tamar Butten 16 May 2007 00:00:00
Hi everyone! llam Hall is great fun as you are with your friends 24/7 which is great. | really
enjoyed Alton Towers - the walks are a bit tiring especially if you are in Mr. Queenborough'’s
group. | hope you have a great time this year.

Lydia Herve 03 May 2007 00:00:00
I'm in Year 12 now. | never actually got to go on the llam Hall trip due to foot and mouth
disease!! I can only remember being highly disappointed. I'm sure it would have been good
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though!! I'm so happy that I have found this school website- allows me to remember the good
old days at West Leigh!!

Amy Hammond 02 May 2007 00:00:00
I'm a former student of West Leigh, in Year 7 now at Westcliff Girls. Can't wait to see all you
girls coming up into Westcliff soon! Ilam Hall was great! The whole trip was good, not only
Alton Towers! It was so much fun and I wish I could do it again!!!

Hi to everyone still at West Leigh and good luck to all Year 6s going to secondary school.

Nelly Tookey At King John School 30 April 2007 00:00:00
Just wanted to say hi and I loved llam. I'm in Year 7 now and | can still remember everything
from it, that's how good it was. Anyway thank you so much to all the staff that helped with
the trip. I'm missing you all!

Rebecca Lewis 29 March 2007 00:00:00
| have never been away from home before, but it is going to be great. | am looking forward to
spending time with my buddies!

Bradley Drake 22 March 2007 00:00:00
It was fun at Ilam (best place you ever go to at West Leigh). | would recommend it to anyone
who is thinking of going to Ilam Hall.

Nancy Holloway 06 March 2007 00:00:00
I am in Year Six and | cannot wait to go to Ilam Hall. | am looking forward to all the rides at
Alton Towers. | have already packed my bags!

Harriet Dennison 19 February 2007 00:00:00
| am now in Year 6 and | cannot wait to go to llam Hall. Just a few months to go! | am
looking forward to spending time with my friends away from home.

Eleanor Bates 19 February 2007 00:00:00
Hello, I'm Eleanor. I left West Leigh last year. | had a great time especially at Ilam Hall and
the day we went to Alton Towers was so much fun. It was sad when we were leaving but we
all got over it.

Ruth Beddow 14 February 2007 00:00:00
I'm at WHSG in Year 10 but still remember going to llam Hall. | had a great time and would
definitely go again! Best bits included Alton Towers, when Mr. Ramdin fell off his bike and
many more!

Ollie Norris 08 February 2007 00:00:00
| am having a good time at King John! It's good today because | have no school! I loved Ilam
- all the Year 6's have a good time!!

Sam Viravong 06 February 2007 00:00:00
Ilam Hall was absolutely brilliant - fully recommend it to anyone that wants to go. Especially
to Years 5 and 6. (WATCH OUT FOR THE COW DUNG)!!!!

Andre Ferreira 06 February 2007 00:00:00
Everyone who has the chance to go to Ilam Hall should. I went there in 2003 but I can still
remember it as it was such a fun place to go to! Alton Towers is the best!!

Nick Cooper 04 February 2007 00:00:00
Everyone who can go to Ilam Hall don't miss out - it's the best thing you ever do at West
Leigh or even ever. Wish we could all go back.

Megan Brophy 31 January 2007 00:00:00
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| loved llam Hall! I'm in Year 10 now...but still it seems like being back in Ilam was
yesterday. It was so much fun....sooo want to go again!

Danielle Stack 20 December 2006 00:00:00
A tip for Year 6's going to llam Hall, bring trainers! If you think that teachers just say that for
safety, you're wrong. Let's just say that you don't want to be sliding down the hill every other
minute! Have a great time!

Olly Higgs 01 December 2006 00:00:00
Ilam Hall was the best time of my life! | can't remember when | have had so much fun! I was
so sad when | came home, because school couldn't be as much fun! The funniest bit was
when | lost my sock in the mud! Good times!!

Rosalie Perl 21 November 2006 00:00:00
Hello! | remember West Leigh like it was yesterday. Anyway | went to llam Hall 2 years ago
and it was great! The walks were really good and everyone talked to each other and it was so

good! All the teachers were nice to us. | will never forget going there!

Bethan Dilley 10 November 2006 00:00:00
Hello everybody. | just wanted to say that | will never forget Ilam Hall and recommend it to
everyone who is currently in Year 6!!

Courtney Laudat 28 October 2006 00:00:00
Just wanted 2 say llam Hall was gr8 Alton Towers was the best

and walking up mountains was hard but fun | hope the next yr 6 will enjoy it oh and by the
way group A is the best!!

Louis Phillips 21 October 2006 00:00:00
Ilam Hall was fantastic. When | got home | was really tired. | am having a great time at
WHSB. Get well soon Basil!

Joshua French 08 October 2006 00:00:00
I loved llam Hall and it was the greatest part of Year Six (apart from the masses of cow
dung!). If you don't like sheep then don't go because you'll get to see loads!

Isaac Seago 06 October 2006 00:00:00
Hi, I'm having a great time at WHSB and made loads of new friends. | miss West Leigh and
Ilam was the best EVER! Basil my dog just had an operation and isn't very well. Wish him
better!

Thomas Love 02 October 2006 00:00:00
| went to llam Hall ages ago now. I am in Year 10 at SHSB. It is good but Ilam Hall is better.
The best bit was the free time in the afternoon. If you are not sure whether or not to go then
you should go.

Toby Shaer 30 September 2006 00:00:00
| went to llam 4 months ago. | recommend the trip to Year 6 and Year 5. Don't let anyone
push you in when you cross the water. Have good time when you go.

Emily Paice 28 September 2006 00:00:00
| loved West Leigh, you never know how much until you leave. | will do anything to go back
although Belfairs is ONE of the best schools EVER.

Ollie Norris 22 September 2006 00:00:00
I loved Ilam, I really miss West Leigh. | now go to King John School - it rocks - go there!
Poppy Fraser 20 September 2006 00:00:00
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I'm in Year 8 now and me and my other friends from West Leigh who came to this secondary
school still want to go back there- new year 6's should DEFINITELY consider going - it's
great fun!!

Hannah Johnson 03 September 2006 00:00:00
| loved Ilam Hall. We had MOSTLY nice weather, but sometimes it rained! Hopefully, it will
stay dry with the next year 6's! | would like to thank not just the magnificent Mr.
Queenborough, but all of the staff of the youth hostel and all the teachers who came and
helped. It was one of the best times of my life!!

Mollie Bolton 31 August 2006 00:00:00
Ilam Hall was great fun - but there is loads of walking and it's really tiring. Alton Towers is
great! Yr 5s should really think about going! Thanks Mr. Queenborough

Danielle Stack 31 July 2006 00:00:00
Ilam Hall was absolutely awesome! It was a lot of fun being with your friends all day, unless
you get into arguments, but that was the only bad bit! It was one of the best times of my life!

Alex Lawlor 26 July 2006 00:00:00
I loved Ilam Hall - it was the best. The only annoying part was stepping into cow dung every
2 seconds. For any 2006/7 Year 6 have a great time!

Tom Glover 25 July 2006 00:00:00
Any Yr3 and Yr4s who have to wait one or two years, those one or two years are certainly
worth it - and like what Beth said, it was the best!!!

I will miss this school and the teachers (kind of). See you at the Christmas Fete.

Katharine Fraser 21 July 2006 00:00:00
| went to llam Hall last year and it was excellent!! | had trouble 'swimming' in the cascades
and 1 got lost in the maze at Chatsworth! Climbing the hills was tiring but I liked the views at
the top! | would say that everyone should go next year because it is sooo great!!! (But watch
out for the sheep poo!)

Beth Frost 21 July 2006 00:00:00
| loved llam Hall! It was the best, with all my friends there as well, it made it more
enjoyable!! Now I feel llam Hall sick! I wish I was there now! My best day was maybe Alton
Towers (I went on mainly all the upside down rides!) or Chatsworth House! Bye bye Beth
Frost.

P.S. Today was our last day and | miss West Leigh too!

Connor Chadwick 18 July 2006 00:00:00
It was really good. Although some of my friends didn't go I still had a really good time!
Emily Godfrey 16 July 2006 00:00:00

| cannot wait to go to llam. It is going to be a great trip. | can't wait to walk up the cascades.
It's going to be fun spending time with my friends.

Doug Maguire 13 July 2006 00:00:00
| am in Year 5 and | have read a few of the llam comments and it sounds really exciting!!! |
am really looking forward to it (especially Alton Towers)! Year 6 make it sound superb! |
can't wait!

Rachel Lucy 06 July 2006 00:00:00

| really enjoyed myself at Ilam Hall and the views were great. Chatsworth House and

Gardens were beautiful. Thank you to everyone who helped arrange the trip.

Rebecca Houghton 05 July 2006 00:00:00
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I'd just like to say a big thank you to all the staff who came to Ilam Hall and to Mr.
Queenborough for making the trip possible. The best part of Ilam Hall was Alton Towers but
everything we did was great fun. Year 5s you definitely have something to look forward to
next year.

Saffie Parry 05 July 2006 00:00:00
Thank you to all the staff that helped at Ilam, it really was a trip to remember. When | got to
the top of Thorpe Cloud, I never thought I was going to get down because it was so steep!

Emily Hull 04 July 2006 00:00:00
Ilam is great. There are so many great memories to take home. Beware Mr Dunn - he makes
you sing to get into breakfast!

Connor Chadwick 03 July 2006 00:00:00
At Ilam | missed some friends on Southend Activity Week. But it was brilliant. A lot of
teachers helped. It was great! YEEE HAAA!

Isaac Seago 03 July 2006 00:00:00
Hi! I have to say Ilam was great. When | was half way up some of the mountains I thought I
wouldn't be able to make it! But if you go slow and steady like me then you will always make
it!

Louis Green 03 July 2006 00:00:00
Hello again! I'd also like to say thank you to all of the staff for working hard - especially Mr.
Queenborough.

Ryan Bright 02 July 2006 00:00:00
When you are climbing up the mountains, there are so many cow-pats, that there is a souvenir
for everyone! Alton Towers was brilliant. I'd never been or thought about going on roller-
coasters before | went to Ilam, but as soon as | got there my eyes were engrossed in the
technology, whilst my body was on some of the scariest rides in Britain.

I'd like to thank all of the staff for making it such a fantastic trip!

Courtney Laudat 02 July 2006 00:00:00
| thought llam Hall was fantastic! | enjoyed every single day even when we had to climb up
the mountains, but I must say, Alton Towers was the best.

Katie Parmenter 01 July 2006 00:00:00
| thought llam was great and | enjoyed walking up all the mountains, they were hard but still
enjoyable! Alton Towers was good as well but I didn't get on many rides! | enjoyed visiting
Chatsworth House and all the other things we got up to. Thank you for organising such a
good trip!

Amy Stennett Year 7 at King John School 30 June 2006 00:00:00
Hello! I went on the llam Hall trip when | was in Year 6 in 2005. It was one of the best
school trips | had ever been on. I thought it was great. Thanks for organising it. Miss you
West Leigh.

Fenella Tookey 30 June 2006 00:00:00
I loved Ilam Hall so much I didn't want to go home. | hope next year's Ilam Hall goes as well
as ours did! But let me tell you it's not easy climbing Bunster and Thorpe Cloud! Even Laura
Bell fell down a small hill and landed in the nettles! But | have to say it was the best week of
my life!!

Matthew Ponting 27 June 2006 00:00:00
Ilam was absolutely fantastic, especially Alton Towers. | would recommend the trip to
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anyone. Thank you to everyone involved in organising it.

Lisa Street 27 June 2006 00:00:00
Hi, I just wanted to say thanks for organising such a brill week. I loved having a week with
my friends and going to Alton Towers (I went on OBLIVION!) I hope the next Year 6 enjoy
it as much as | did!

Mollie Bolton 26 June 2006 00:00:00
It was fab! You Year Fives should definitely think about going! My favourite part was Alton
Towers. The best rides were Air and Nemesis!

Ashley McKiernan 25 June 2006 00:00:00
| loved Ilam Hall. The best part of the trip was when we went to Alton Towers and | don’t
even like scary rides!

Eleanor Bates 25 June 2006 00:00:00
Hello it was such fun there I wish | was still there. I would recommend it to anybody so
everybody at West Leigh should go. Thank you all the teachers that took us there especially
Mr Queenborough.

Bethan Dilley 25 June 2006 00:00:00
| had a fantastic time at Ilam Hall. When we went to Alton Towers | had never been on a
roller-coaster before (sad - | know!!) and | went on one of the scariest ones there! | would
recommend Ilam to everyone and thank you so much to all the members of staff- especially
Mr. Queenborough!!!

Andrew Lacey 25 June 2006 00:00:00
Ilam was great. | really liked playing football in the evening. I loved Alton Towers especially
Nemesis and Oblivion, they were so cool but unfortunately Air was closed.

Rebecca Robinson 11 June 2006 00:00:00
Hooray Ilam Hall is getting nearer and I'm counting the days. So, my question is... do we
need to bring trainers or are we expected to wear walking boots cycling?

Trainers are best when you are cycling. As the other half of the day is Chatsworth you'll
be all right to wear your trainers all day and leave your walking boots back at the
hostel.

Eleanor Bates 09 June 2006 00:00:00
I'm a bit scared if | get homesick on the trip but I really want to go and I'm really excited.
What should I do?

Don't worry. We've done this trip 4 times now and you'll have to believe me that there is
no time to get homesick. You are always involved in some trip or activity and of course
surrounded by friends. It's a big adventure so concentrate on having fun!

Grace Frost 06 June 2006 00:00:00
Hello Mr. Queenborough, I'm just wondering how long it takes to get to llam Hall? If our
friends are in another group to us then will we be able to sit with them for breakfast and
dinner?

We leave at 8:15am and usually arrive between 12:30pm and 1:00pm. You can meet
with who you like around the hostel, but bear in mind you have special times to queue
up for meals - it might be that another group has mostly finished eating by the time you
goin.

Ashley McKiernan 06 June 2006 00:00:00
Are we allowed to go on a tandem with our friends, not a member of staff?
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No, I'm afraid not, Ashley. Tandems cost a lot more to hire and | have already booked
the bikes. Tandems are only for children that are unable to ride on their own.

Louis Green 02 June 2006 00:00:00
Hi, I'm reallly looking forward to going to llam, but I'm just wondering how long the trek up
Bunster Hill and Thorpe Cloud will be?

They are both half day walks and we are out for about three and a half hours. Our
record time from the foot of Thorpe Cloud to the very top is 38 minutes 47 seconds -
perhaps we can break it this year?

Fenella Tookey 31 May 2006 00:00:00
When | looked on the llam Hall pages - on the room supervision page, | forgot what room
number | was. Is it possible to put the room numbers, the people in them and who will be
supervising that room on the website, so | can see who will be supervising our room?

For privacy and also security reasons | don't put all our information on the website,
Fenella. Check at school on Monday

Laura Bell 27 May 2006 00:00:00
Well, what a FUN trip this is going to be! I was wondering, what else could we do after we
come back from our trips if it's raining, and where would we do it?

PS I have already got my things for llam, 1 didn't buy a cap | bought a sort of sun hat, is that
ok?

The sunhat is fine. | hope it doesn’t rain but if it does there is plenty of room in the
youth hostel. There's a huge games room with plenty of things to do in there.

Laura Bell (again!) 27 May 2006 00:00:00
Thanks for the reply so soon. | was just reading the rules and it said no eating sweets at
certain times. Does this mean we bring our own?

There's plenty of places to buy sweets - when we go out and at the youth hostel.
However, remember that sweets are not healthy, so the fewer the better. Follow our
rules and you'll be OK.

Bethan Dilley 26 May 2006 00:00:00
Hi everyone! First of all I'd just like to say that I'm really excited about Ilam and | bet it's
going to be great! Like Nicki, I too am a wimp when it comes to big rides. When my brother
went last year he was as well but he was brave enough to try them out and he loved them!
He's trying to persuade me to try them when we go, but | don't know. They can't be the
scariest thing in the world - can they?

Charlie Higgon 26 May 2006 00:00:00
| am really looking forward to Ilam Hall but | am not looking forward to the 5 hour coach
ride!!!

It's nearer to 4 hours than 5. But never mind, you get a break at a service station and
plenty of time to chat with friends!

Dean Palmer 25 May 2006 00:00:00
When we return back to the youth hostel after our activities are we allowed to visit other
dormitories to see our friends?

No, I'm afraid I only allow you into your own dormitories, Dean - for safety reasons.
However, this is not a problem because you can meet anywhere else around the hostel
(and it is huge) or else outside.

James Gregory 23 May 2006 00:00:00
Ilam Hall sounds great! | can't wait till I go, it is gonna be a laugh with all my friends - hope
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everyone enjoys it

Jack Penny 16 May 2006 00:00:00
Who will take us on the scariest rides at Alton Towers?

My best advice is to speak to each member of staff and seek their views. However, be
warned - if you like a good scare don't choose Mrs Woolf - she gets frightened on
Squirrel Nutkin's Treetop Ride!

Nicholas Cooper 15 May 2006 00:00:00
Well, | am a bit of a wimp when it comes to big rides. Do you get forced to go on rides that
you don't want to?

Yes, | insist all children go on Oblivion, Air and Nemesis otherwise your parents are
telephoned and you are taken home to Essex!

No, not really. The evening before we go we get ourselves into groups of ten who like the
same sort of rides. You then go to the zones that suit you best once you are at Alton
Towers. You'll like it when you get there!

Grace Frost 12 May 2006 00:00:00
At Ilam Hall do we have to bring our own sport equipment like a football to play with?

No, you can borrow footballs from the Youth Hostel reception. There is a 50p deposit
which you get back when you return the ball.

Danielle Stack 11 May 2006 00:00:00
| can't wait until Ilam Hall! When will we find out who we'll be sharing a dorm with?
I'm hoping to give you that information during the week beginning Monday 15th May

Tom Glover 10 May 2006 00:00:00
How many miles do we go on the Tissington Trail?

It really depends how far the group can cycle in 3 hours. Providing we do not have any
punctures, we usually cycle from Ashbourne to a place called Alsop and then back
again. Have a look on a map and you can work out how far that is.

Ashley McKiernan 09 May 2006 00:00:00
How many people are there going to be in the groups?

There will be 3 groups altogether made up from our 111 children. That means there will
be 37 per group with 4 adults.

Lucy Glover 09 May 2006 00:00:00
I went to llam Hall in 2004 and thought it was really good! | loved all the trips and especially
enjoyed watching Shrek on the coach journey back! My brother, Tom, is going this year and |
hope he enjoys it as much as | did!

Ashley Mckiernan 03 May 2006 00:00:00
How many bags are we allowed to take?

You can take two bags altogether. One will be your main packing such as a ‘squashy’
type bag or a suitcase. The other one will be the rucksack you take out each day. If the
bags are too heavy for you to carry on your own, then you are taking too much luggage.
You must be able to carry them on and off the coach and up and down the youth hostel
stairs.

Saffie Parry 30 April 2006 00:00:00
How many showers are there?

I haven't counted them but there are enough. I can't remember there being any queues.
The girls’ shower block is on the first floor but the boys have to go underground into the
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cellar!

Dean Palmer 25 April 2006 00:00:00
I have checked into this website and have found lots of good information. | especially
enjoyed reading other pupils' comments about llam Hall. When are you going to inform us
about the items or equipment we need for the Illam Hall trip?

I'm pleased you liked the website, Dean. I shall give all details about clothing and
equipment at the parents’ meeting on May 18th.

Jessica Higgs 22 February 2006 00:00:00
Ilam was really great and the bike ride was brilliant, if you like cycling and you like going
fast go with Mr Queenborough.

Lucy Readman 18 February 2006 00:00:00
I loved Ilam Hall. It was so good. Especially when one person in our dormitory (not saying
who) was sleep talking - it was funny.

Lucille Clarke 31 January 2006 00:00:00
| LOVED llam hall so much and wish | could go back every day. | miss all of the teachers so
much, especially Mr. Queenborough....They were superb in guiding me through the first few
years of my life. The trip was exhilarating.

Amy Shaer 26 January 2006 00:00:00
| went to llam Hall four or five years ago and I still remember it as being a really cool trip!
Fortunately keeping the dorm tidy was a lot easier than I thought it would be!

Charlotte Bartlett 20 January 2006 00:00:00
I went to llam Hall in 2005 and it was great fun. If you get the chance to go you should go
coz it is such a laugh seeing everyone falling into cow pats (it is not funny if it is you

though). The best bit has to be Alton Towers. Climbing up Bunster Hill was hard but the
view from the top was fantastic. We went to the Peak Cavern (aka the Devil's Arse) A funny
time was when Kathrine Fraser's bag landed in a pile of sheep poo, another funny time was
when somebody was sick on the coach journey home (hot mentioning any names like Chloe
Lovatt) and | must admit Mr Queenborough was right you don't have time to miss home.

Alice Gregory, Natasha Rawling and Harriet Jackson 20 January 2006 00:00:00
We left West Leigh 3 years ago. It is a fab school and we were reminiscing about it and
thought we would visit the website. We hope everyone is doing well and we are now going to
Westcliff High School for Girls in Year 9.

Ilam Hall was the best school trip ever. It was so funny and we remember it forever. We all
recommend you go on the trip as you will really enjoy it!

Joseph Bell 10 January 2006 00:00:00
Hi I go to Westcliff High School for Boys. | went to llam Hall last year, I loved it. It's really
nice walking through the country seeing all the wildlife. Walking up Bunster Hill was hard,
but the view made it worth it. While you're in your dormitory at night, talk but not too loud,
probably if you're too loud, a teacher will come and tell you off! I Hope everyone in Year 6
has a great time!
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